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Wenar MMcITars
The Rlparlan Z

Riparian zones are the areas bordering rivers and other bodies of surface

water. Thell QFOXGH WKH A RRGSODLQ DV H ULSDULDQ EXIIHUV
DGMDFHQW WR WKH ARRGSODLQ 5LSE ‘ '‘RYLGH PDQ\ HQYLURQPHQWE
DQG UHFUHDWLRQDO EHQH¢; WV WR i GRe VWUHDP
ODQG DUHDV 5LSDULDQ ]J]RQHV DUH / X oA ZLWK D
characteristic suite of plants that are adapted to these conditio ' 5

The extra moisture in riparian zones and associated wetlands,
with the abundance of vegetation, creates a mat of decomposin
on top of the soil. It is often damp because the water table is &
the soil surface. This organic-rich layer aids in conserving mois
YHIHWDWLRQ DQG VSRQJHOLNH TXDO
riparian zones protect surface water in several ways.

5LSDULDQ YHIHWDWLRQ DORQJ VWUH
velocity of ARRGZDWHUV OHVVHQLQJ WK H- ‘
capturing nutrient-laden sediment. Soils in this area absorb water durlng
the wet seasons and slowly release moisture into the stream. Thigugiiffgfdized. In urban areas,
WKH HIITHFW RI SHDN UXQRII DQG N H H Siwitadwitiliti of Fhis 1anek &do
to lead to less than desirable u
These areas also serve as nature’s water treatment facilities oy o UHVXOW PDQ
watersheds. ThefyDQ FDSWXUH DQG ¢ OWH U chévadidrigticsiof pafaR 2on
from higher ground. Livedegraded. Their natural functi
vegetation and the absorbenfyhich can counteract the effec
mat of accumulated plantynoff from various sources are
liter and humus help tOResioration of riparian zones
trap sediments before they, . e an increasingly impo

reach the river. Soil microbe
that thrive in this moist?)art of watershed protection eff

environment break down

chemical pollutants, furtherRejc\’/Urce I;I]e\(/jv I':\erX'CO Fovsel
protecting water quality. and Watershed Restoration

Institue

Unfortunately, because rural
ULSDULDQ DUHDVY DUH E\ GH¢, QLWLRQ

unsuitable for crop farming, Provided by: o

they often become pasture East D_akota Water Develgpment District

areas which are frequently 132B Airport Drive « Brookings, SD, 57006
(605) 688-6741 « http://eastdakota.org




